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fessional deal with "atheistical" Socialism than with the more
definite protestantism of Nationalism and Populism. Faced with
a Right coalition in the Reich3 the Prussian government claimed
to be the guardian of democracy, and its Centrist members took
the lead in vigorously resisting all demands for a broadening of
its basis by including at least the Populists, Between the two
governments there developed a series of disputes mainly on
financial matters and in what were cynically described as spheres
of incompetence, disputes steadily exploited by the Centrists to
emphasize the dependence of the Reich government on their
votes.* Just at this moment the Prussian issiie had become a
matter of interest to great numbers of the citizens to many of
whom a solution of the Prusso-Gcrman dualism appeared not
merely a necessity from the point of view of the technique of
government^ but as an essential condition of the restoration of
reality by preventing a conflict of authority when the future of
the state was at stake3 whether it was a case of suppressing sub-
version or saving the peasantry from debt and extinction. The
existence of associations to reform the constitution in this respect
or to resist reform, and the vigour of the discussion in the press
and elsewhere indicated the extent to which the nation was in-
terested; the political situation had the ironic result that the
Prussian government composed in the main of convinced anti-
dualists found it opportune under Centrist influence to be uni-
tarism's most formidable opponent.*}*

From being a national issue the reform of pseudo-federalism
became a party political one with dire consequences in the future
and fatal consequences to the coalition. It was quite impossible
to hold the coalition together., with the Centrists not merely

* The pin-pricking that went on steadily is seen not only in the general
hostility of the Reichsrat (in which it was not diflicult for the Prussian
government to get a majority) to Reich government measures but in many
personal incidents. For instancc3 the new minister of the interior, a Nationalist,
made, as he was completely entitled to do, a number of personal changes in
his ministry. The Prussian government ostentatiously gave one of the deposed,
a philo-Socialist, a post in the Prussian service, removing a Populist from his
desk to do so.

t The interest culminated in the foundation by Luther of the "League for
the Renovation of the Reich," a somewhat academic but potentially fruitful
body whose labours were brought to an end by the great crisis.